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It is with great pleasure that I accept the position of 
Honorary Patron of the 1974 Canadian Junior Cross Country 
Ski Championships in Whitehorse. 


The excellent program developed by the Territorial Ex- 
perimental Ski Training organization - and the results of the 
program, evident in the top-notch performances of young 
northern skiers - are well known to me. At the same time, 
great enthusiasm for cross country skiing is producing some 
fine young skiers in Southern Canada as well. The com- 
petition for the 1974 Junior Championships will, I know, be 
tremendously keen and exciting. — 


To all skiers competing in the Championships I send my very 
best wishes for success. 


Pierre Elliott Trudeau 
Ottawa, 
1974 
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On behalf of the Government of the Yukon Territory, I welcome all par- 


ticipants and visitors attending the 1974 Canadian Junior Cross Coun- 
try Ski Championships. 


I am pleased to see young people involved in this young and growing 


sport and hope all of you enjoy your stay in our equally young and 
growing Territory. 


I believe the 1974 Championships will encourage increased par- 
ticipation in Cross Country Skiing and other forms of recreation in 
Yukon and I commend the Whitehorse Ski Club and T.E.S.T. Yukon for 
their efforts in bringing this event to the Territory. 


Sincerely. 


J. Smith, 
Commissioner. 
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We are pleased and proud that Whitehorse was chosen as the site for 
the 1974 Canadian Junior Cross Country Ski Championships. 


I congratulate the Organizing Committee, the Whitehorse Ski Club, 


and T.E.S.T. Yukon for their excellent efforts in hosting and organizing 
this national event. 


On behalf of the Council and citizens of the City of Whitehorse, I extend 


a very warm Yukon welcome to all of you who are here as participants, 
officials, and spectators. 


May your competition be keen and your visit a memorable one. Come 
back again soon - and stay longer! 


Yours sincerely, 


Paul Lucier, 
Mayor. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding trom 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/crosscountryskii00unse 
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FOREWARD 


The Canadian Olympic Association has announced its support of a 
national sports program, JUNIOR OLYMPICS, aimed at young 
Canadians 19 years of age and under. It is to be an on-going develop- 
ment program to further the interests of amateur sport in Canada. 
Therefore, the name of our championships has been changed from 
Canadian Jr. X-Country Championships, 1974 to Canadian Jr. Olympic 
X-Country Championships, 1974. 


Plans are currently being formulated for a 1974 multisport. Junior 


Olympics championship .. a miniature Olympics ... the host city, yet to 
be decided upon. 


The program’s national director, Russ Sneddon, estimates that over 


1,000,000 Canadian youngsters will be enrolled as Junior Olympians by 
the end of 1974. 


By employing an organized system of incentives, Junior Olympics 
aims to create a “‘cross-country Olympic movement that is exciting, 
vigorous and available to all.” 
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TIME TABLE OF EVENTS 
CANADIAN JUNIOR OLYMPICS 
WHITEHORSE, YUKON TERRITORY - FEB 14, 15, 16, & 17 1974 


TUESDAY, 12 FEBRUARY '74 


Arrival of Last Skiers 


C.P.A. from Vancouver Arrives at 16:30) 
C.P.A. from Edmonton Arrives at 15:48 
Jet Air from Inuvik Arrives at 15:50 


Registration - Takhini School - 4:20 - 6:00 P.M. 


WEDNESDAY, 13 FEBRUARY ‘74 


Skiers Practice 
Draw for Thursday Races - 3:00 - 5:00 P.M. - Takhini Elementary School 


Get Acquainted Wine and Cheese Party for Coaches and Officials 
57 Dieppe Drive 8:00 - 11:00 P.M. 


THURSDAY, 14 FEBRUARY ‘74 


Opening Ceremonies - 1:00 P.M. at T.E.S.T. Cross - Country Ski Track 
Competition Opened by Commissioner James Smith 


Start of Races - 1:30 P.M. 
Races Finish - 4:09 P.M. 


FRIDAY, 15 FEBRUARY ‘74 


No Races Scheduled 

Entertainment Planned for Participants & Visiting Officials 

(1) Dog Races sponsored by local members Yukon Dog Mushers Assoc. 
F.H. Collins School 2:00 - 4.00 P.M. 

(2) Klondike Variety Program 
Takhini School - 7:30-9:30 P.M. 

(3) Teen Dance sponsored by F.H. Collins Secondary School Students Council 
F.H. Collins School 9:30- 12:00 P.M. 


SATURDAY, 16 FEBRUARY’ '74 


Sprint Races at T.E.S.T. Track 
Start at 1:00 P.M. 
Completed by 3:30 P.M. 


SUNDAY, 17 FEBRUARY 


Relay Races at T.E.S.T. Track 


Start at 1:00 P.M. 
Finish by 3:30 P.M. 
Windup Banquet and Presentation of Medals 
Guest Speaker - John Guidner. Director of Travel and Information, 
Government of the Yukon Territory 
ELKS HALL - 401 Hawkins Street - 6:30. 9:30 P.M. 


MONDAY, 18 FEBRUARY ‘74 


Skiers Depart 


C.P.A. to Vancouver Ws0Svandaa 7:35 
C.P.A. to Edmonton 1735 
Jet Air to Inuvik 10:00 A.M. 
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Skiing in the Yukon 


By Loreen Ament 


Cross country skiing began in the Yukon some aeons ago 
when aclumsy otter up ended and headed head first down 
a hill. A somewhat smarter otter observed that belly down 
worked better while the next otter seeing the others, 
thought that a new game had been invented and rushed to 
join the fun. Official tracks were made but race results 
went unnoticed. 


It took mankind a while longer to bring his kind of skiing 
to the Yukon, not until 1883 when a Finn by the name of 
Sammy Rido arrived on a snowy day. He looked at the frigid 
landscape, cursed and swore and, after a long tug at his 
bottle, fashioned a pair of skis. Granted, they weren't much 
to look at - barrel staves with moose-hide harness afid pine 


trees for poles, but they got him to the Dawson area. In: . 


dians viewing the strange sight politely nodded and kept 
their own council. Some sixteen years later gold drunk 
miners were observed to hold races at -60° F oni skis but 
whether the race was the goal or the goal was the bars was 
not recorded, nor incidentally, were the results of the 
races. 


Settlers in the Yukon found the traditional dog-sleds and 
snowshoes more practical in the frigid cold of winter and 
skiing lagged forgotten by all but a few. Some of the more 
determined from time to time got together to set out on ski 
hikes to see the country or climb the mountains but these 
tended to be individual rather than a group effort until 
1934, when a young Norwegian named Arnie Anderson 
looked up from Dawson to the midnight sun dome and 
thought what a fun ski run it wouldtbe.A track was cleared 
and people started skiing and racing each other down, jum- 
ping a road as easily as starting. 


In 1942 Arnie moved to Whitehorse and convinced people 
to build a ski jump in the area behind the hopsital. 
Building a ski jump necessarily involved clearing a ski hill 
and with that came the: necessary ski Chalet and the for- 
mation of the Yukon Ski Runners. 


The club housed all skiers-cross-country, downhill and 
alpine and as run on a voluntary basis - the emphasis 
being on fun. Races were held for the classes of the day 
and it was not unusual for a 10 year old and his grandpa to 
be winners - or losers. Fun rates brought the entire com- 
munity across the river to watch people skiing through 
barrels in ancient costumes or to watch the high flying 
jumpers take to the air. 


In 1950 the RCAF built the Rondell Ski Club in behind 

i Valleyview for airforce personnel and keen competitions 
ye became the order of the day for downhill skiers. In 1960's 
p& ihe two clubs amalgamated under the name of ‘Whitehor- 


| 4 | 
\ at yy ae | 
| en “country skiing again lagged with only a few deter- 


ed individuals keeping it alive in the Yukon. 


Gordon Ryder continued to ski and as years passed 
travelled to Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec, Saskatoon, and 
Yellowknife to participate in both marathon ski events and 
national races. Back home he and his band of skiers at 
Easter 1966 donned packs containing sleeping bags and 
food, strapped into skis and set out from Carcross, Yukon 
heading for Skagway, Alaska - a distance of 70 miles. The 
unmarked trail led over lakes, through dense bush, over a 
mountain path and down an open creek - running ice cold 
in the clear blue air. 


He called it “fun” and thanext Easter - March 1967 - took 
to the trail again sleeping out in temperatures of -30° F and 
skiing down opem lakes at -20° F heading into 30 mph win- 
ds. That party of twelve turned back to reach Log Cabin on 
the WP & YR rail line. It is a mark of one cheechako along 
that she thought over-proof rum meant ‘condensed rum" 
and added it to the raisin mixture brewing on the old log 


cabin stove. It was a fun trip alright! One member of the © 


party even played Easter bunny with candy eggs on Easter 
morning! 


1968 saw his band complete the trip to Skagway but in 
later years headed for other adventures. 


Cross-country skiing in 1969 suddenly became “the sport”’ 
and drained the bars. Where before there had been 12 
suddenly there was a city and an individual sport became a 
community sport. 


was . wae inf aS wis 
The original ski jump in Dawson City - used by only 2 jum- 


ers. 

TEST. program supporters built and keep up ski tracks in 
Takhini, a3kmtrack, a5 kmtrack, a 10 km track and 
a 20 km track leading up and over magnificent country 
within minutes of downtown Whitehorse. Primarily built 
for racers, the tracks offer skiers of this city, magnificent 
ski runs easily accessible after work.and on weekends. One 
track will eventually come out on Lake Bennett, near Car- 
cross. The area has a Chalet fully equipped for comfort. 
Cross-country skiers of all ages are finding it avery con- 
venient, congenial place and a great many “trips” now 
meet at the chalet to start out on adventure - whether short 
one mile type or of the back packing long distance type. 


iy » 
. i [a rs rg i > ra eo * 
ys oe.) i aad 

ee | Le ad 

a. a 

Ti er { 4 e >. i = : 
fs eres. bi: seta at uf Mf 

: . C : 


oo sont ado Poel 
: rake He ttn Pie 
i : bead ve bie at Meal, 
/. gad gisoets gir tang He iy LAG, RMP pike ve 
: Mu mts gore a i ‘yg Soe a r neti, ONT". Pgout pies 1 . hb Ary) 

tw bei srantig penirgts a oe 

) (8 veered yi salah vais bab it bd oh 7 ew 

q ao pi peas Mey Ka i Rin ARE Bie tack nly ge ite ah Sana ens al sm 
co ' o 


tical “a : tmiihey : ‘, ; i 
en ae | ath in a lie 


tc 


j tad y ; j ita 
it m 4 j nal oh ‘y, ia ) \ Bs 2 : 
7 H A 4 as i = { j 
1 j st j f t . 
Sa AM Dae 4249 tor. ie ree) ys ; ; >) bong phy. A “ 
i rf i = a of ® \@ iy yh ° Wake Ty airy? 0 ‘ wre ee ai one 
7 bos 1 'OL. lo pore } a WO J moe? HH Tel a ‘ mil , a 7 ne 
' ve ye P + vee Nei oft os - : j* } , 
if iw tan vu ete q (Wea fi a be a be TOR NS Tbe ' ; ; is 
4 a WE gh, ht ee i bi of hy t bd b , 7 J 
1 na Hl Nal dase a deaalairapaveove ghee sant 2 Me a jot 
; L ‘ , ' “ 
t > } ‘ aii | ie ; ol ' fh 
C (Aw CUBR eae an if ( Been k ! ‘ if 
lp wed wk othe ce: ‘Ai wr fa bine | > ol ean 
; / \ 
1 7 ) wm, pf J i [ a j j 
y' 
P cc ye te) r } i 
Mies 
u.? 4 v } n i 4 wld 
oP) > } el ‘ 
‘ a iy Bp : 
7 1 vi a iy i , : ; me £ 
i eae al” ile ve ! ; ‘ ; tim 
qs aed f 4 aide £ti'y,¢ ot ar gs 4 , , 1 f UD, exper 
r % . i ei 2) 
4 é ) - \ 1 ? f 4 Ne 
( sae mm i gityal iva twin Wt Seven bw! bl a ry PS ny Leip iy 
‘ a a 4 i ( i ol pm ph 
Te me Ney, 
i u ; a } \ , 
os Or a Nas ‘ 
7 whi ) } 
‘ od I 
i * r iv Gy I 
: f n % a} i ip! 
\ i ‘a ah i i 
an A’ & i ‘ i 
- pal aS 
ee f ( 
aa iy y i 
v if 
ij 7 7 : Te ¢ 
a « Y 4 A = 
q D ee v ( ‘ire 
x : ' 
4 8 
; = 4 ; 5 
; fy 4 el 
a ee ; ; vip 
; 4 ° 
iv FY ) f 1 
v4 er ; h 
/ 1 5 i i } 
y q r ™ 
4 
a me j 4 ' 
’ 
\ fa ' a p 
: ba] =~ } , +t i "i 
a5 y ‘ ¥ - mh "7 9 5 
‘ i H 
- i it wo 
<q y Oot, ina) o 
ay ‘ ) ; 
° y ; 7 $ ey 4! P 1 
i au i ' T 
: Me a es ioe i fue Ant 
ae Tir. un ou jt Ai hte i 
,, v ak » A { 4 ‘A , 
: : eka Be we wil weee > Pl? Has Win bt ) aa lati it fds of 
i i = i b 
I. : a 7 pan Din if } | My %« 
. om at cr ioe yh ue G4 ots ne 4 6 wd iA 1 Gy a 4 I : ys 
a m Li i 


bie Anish lO a ene Line 5 es eee 
oh i gt! rida Jrealiews HK WPD- LM «y9 oe SC ites bine MT ne ARAL 
ee (eat fy may AVY Waal ‘ih Mais : ae let sane Ma? Te OK he ie 
: cz SPaaivagern Peis) ) % it ’ vie “od ie ran ey. \ : aa alec f eM OL) ‘ 
7 abnidabe wade wi be saqall, eee Ray *, Al sR et - a a ‘i wae Ne fob A ‘pat 
mi Stage she Jap Pat A pw: PWG Thi Anat gees sa nest A im a og iv 
. rad a. ‘ ee) lin | uth bai ‘ud ed? Pets} me un ir \ 2 drei A int ” 
veh. ny boa ¢ re (th tp Wy yey) ponies, Se } ¥ = ; 
sO gare may a th carly tairitghay bret eb eee ee . 
Wiehe om ve ta 2! Mle: ‘allt th beni | 


~, ita hdl AB ok: i'lie aly 
PR iii | 
is ae ; te eo aes aor 


206 ar 


YUKON - 


1 Touring Paradise 


By Dr. Larry Otto 


“Sounds crazy!"’ retorted the ‘outsider’ from the south. 
“It's too darned cold most of the time to really enjoy 
skiing.” 


“That's true, | replied, “but ........ on 


“And for most of the winter, it’s too dark and you can't ski 
in the dark.” 


“Yes, that’s true, but... .” 


“Are there any chairlifts or ski resorts? Ihaven't heard of 
any yet.” 


PT OUb.s.. 


“And the only big mountains you have in the Yukon are 
essentially inaccessible to the average person and 
glaciated.” 


“Yes, you are right, but... .” 


“And for the cross country skier you don’t have many 
developed trails or youth hostels that a person could stop 
at.” 


NG OUT. 5... 


“Then how can you say the Yukon is a ski touring paradise? 
How?’ 


“Well, if you'll give me your attention for about five 
minutes, I'll try and tell you why | for one feel the Yukon is 
a great place for ski touring.” 


My ‘ski calendar’ runs nine months - trom early September 
until the end of May. If | wanted to find snow in the sum- 
mertime (June, July, August) | would have to climb high 
for it and travel fairly fair; but in the summer | prefer to do 
other outdoor activities. 


My equipment is limited and by no means the best. Regar- 
ding skis, | do most of my cross country touring on a pair of 
light touring 210 centimeter Madshus skis. Actually, | 
should really be skiing on 215 centimeter heavy-touring 
skis for my six feet, 195 pounds. My boots are Jette racers, 
far too light for most of my touring - but they work. 


The clothing | wear is almost universally the same; a 
facemask, an old tattered wool shirt under a greasy zipper- 
fronted down vest, a pair of wood-smoke saturated wool 
pants with a leather thong in the fly for easy unzipping 
when | have my moosehide gauntlets on, and my gaiters to 
keep snow out of the boots. Around my waist, | wear 
(backwards) a fanny pack, so | have easy access to my cork, 
waxes, matches, lip salve, glacier goggles, and candy or 
gum. If | appear to be dressed like a hobo, | would have to 
agree with you, but | only mention the above to illustrate 
that you don’t need to be dressed like something out of a 
popular catalogue to enjoy yourself - which is the whole 


purpose of ski touring as far as I'm concerned. 


My ski area is mainly southern Yukon and northern British 
Columbia. | would love to tour around the northern Yukon 
but unfortunately | am in the ranks of the employed (as a 
physician in Whitehorse) and must gauge my tour to the 
time | have available. 


It is early September in the Yukon. Autumn colors are in 
full splendor. Yellows, reds and violets and our eternal 
‘spruce green’. Hunters are on every river looking for their 


‘moose. A few die-hard fishermen still are on the large lakes 


and on Montana Mountain at 7200 feet a pair of hikers 
have ascended a ridge in their hiking boots. On their backs 
is a small day pack and a pair of skis slipped between side 
pockets and pack. They are two hours from the dry ex- 
mining road which goes up Montana Mountain and are just 
about to put on their skis. With little effort they slip their 
old hiking boots into the Silvretta bindings on Mountain 
Skis and plummet over the lip of a large crater into a bowl 
of permanent snow - yodelling as they revel in their flight. 
They feel... .sortof.... guilty, | suppose skiing in Sep- 
tember? ! 


October comes and the soft blanket of ivory finally covers 
everything above 3500 to 4000 feet. The moose hunters are 
colder now. They still haven’t got their moose yet but the 
game department has opened the cow moose season and 
they are giving it just one more try. Down the Teslin River 
for example. It is still open water there but at Fish Lake. a 
higher lake fifteen miles from Whitehorse, they would have 
a hard time getting their boat launched as it is very much 
frozen with the daytime air temperatures at forty degrees 
Fahrenheit. A group of cross country skiers break loose on- 
to the lake covered with a nice two inches of fresh snow. 


Swish - swish - the only sounds they can hear. It feels good — 


to be on the skis again. On your back your pack is light - 
about ten to fifteen pounds. A light sleeping bag, ensolite 
pad, two to three pounds of food. No tent Is necessary as it 
surely won't rain and you hope it won't snow. As there isn't 
much snow, you can build a tolerably comfortable camp in 
the bush. A stove with extra fuel becomes weighty and 
redundant. Dry wood is plentiful and your fire is only large 
enough to brew your billy can of tea, the water coming 
from ice chips or snow. Night falls about six p.m. and as 
you watch the pattern of stars and northern lights dance 
above yourhead; and as you lay warm, dry and com- 


fortable inside an average down sleeping bag, you pass — 


slowly into sleep. The next day you and your friends are still 
the only people ‘on the lake’ but as you ski back to your 
Car, you pause to help the chap pull his snowmobile out of 
four feet of water at the lake’s edge. Too bad... . maybe in 
November or December the ice will be thicker. 


November becomes cold and dark. No moose hunters now, ton rf 
Only growing darkness and growing cold. In the early rh 


ke, a pair % Wy 
Prawe leapin 
fire. They plan to spend the day skiing up aadrtney tap. 7 


ae 


ning hours on the Slims River at Kluane 
shivering skiers outstretched their arms over | 


proximately twenty-five miles - to the terminus ‘of 
magnificent Kaskawulsh glacier. They make it just - wy 
two warming up fires along the way. One gg h 


Page 7 


oy 


xs 


a 


ee 


ry, 


§ J 
1 > 
- j t+ be ? 
'? Fee oe 
¥ Ve 
- oe 
~ ? 7 4 ¥ i 
és a 7 
at, | 
an ~*% * v 
ve 4 an 7 At 
- ‘ : ’ cm 
ata vie vi 
7 ese ole yi 
+. ue 
a | oe 
ne a, a 
cen : f ruG 
. 
wv 
' t 
: an | a 
' iby a *, brAoedi — 
. ' ve 4 “nae ‘0 id Wyre ct ee. i ae 
1 ‘* ~ 
or) foe | i" . ; . sores 0 ‘ f ) ty a8 
Hy . ¥e Aj ai hee Wy jae? \ i ¥ 4 ia { oy rR 
‘ 7 q te | a ag ar r Hl 7 ork 4 } ? t (oF 
) } LA a Aa'e yin it oh nie Oe 9) P 
. pa ty weal te i ty rel Gone OM 
rt : 4 i | : ' t Vy ; ) 
i i ad | a hen a 
I ' 
; Mei Alb ' # " * 9 
Py 7 ’ 
wil bgt i . 
i 7 : 
j , ; ee 1 Ra ; i 
; 4 ; \ 
f hig? 
oF 
+f t f\ 
.| é “* 
j he a x 4 
| : “i ] ti 
; i 
P| ‘ cu i 4 
; 1 
} 
' 
| vate P 
; A bint : 3 
eee, A 
: ee ds = 
‘ie ? i. 4 ih ’ 
| =~ 1A nL ree \ 
' 
' 3 Creme | GE 4 ie 
i Wire 
7 4 4 Geri j 
, 7 } 
mn pet | 
i ai y 
| 9 tm 
| r - ; 4 
y- ey) a ‘ : 
5 
7 ‘ , ~~ 
7 | 
? 
, ‘ 
\ j i nef ' 
’ 
n 
at 5 
7 ql ne e 
1 : oF, us? 2 f ' ' & 
i é : 
& . “i ' 
* i} 
= Na oi re 
: 1h: - ES 
i 1 RP e ; 
aa } abd 7 te 
} “a 5 me j { j 
' 
“ J A. 
} = ~ pe ite | vik { " 
P i 
ee Py ? ‘ j e na i 
y Y is ' 
! \ . ‘ 
ae d ' 
| ! Ls c 
hy ip z be ] r ‘ ' J 
At i HT 15. cue j Ww my Fives 2 { ‘ " ; 
‘ * ae . 
4 . 
2.¢ 
: thy ¥ aw vie ae r = ; + r 
x x ! 
ie a) =? The ¥ + : ' F 
1; fon VOWS ries af ; Br td) Gi ’  \ 
‘7 “if ny 4 be 
A : ara a ee ’ [ é 
yas * Li Seam... / BA Ret POAT) Mr) Ge Ns ) ae 
? oe eh » ae ae Sy ae : Bs 4 ne Wei } 
i Re ee ee a i ie eae 


& 

< : i <¢ coe if tee hi F ue 1 = ooy. viens 
‘48 25 adie atyit om ssa pow? NP ye a pare alts Syere ¢ ae) iT iM ee Pad yee 

1 ieee phar cies Nagin Riles ren per e | 
a ‘i rel seit eek ik ae ee eet 
creer haksaparl DONOII ET i 5 ape aan me Pa le A OO ae 
y ual Oe en pga Mis Mean nee Ml ink tf Hb ct } 
~ “® he ’ 3a rive "3 ei ian ist * " ay 
eu irre al’ AY rata by hati. Peete? : a i o r As Senn: v8 

ae eee S . myo fe Main 
Dentin et i Loe wey Ch an Onn: 
ad gtr iL ee iri | a ae 
a eee oe oe f 


orcs 


“ 


As your spruce fire gains momentum .... 


nose and the other his earlobes, but they keep an eye on 
each other. It is cold, espcially on the feet. even though you 
have an old pair of wool socks over your ski boots. This 
trick has worked sometimes to warmthefeet; but not now. 
It is thirty-five degrees below zero. The wind almost seems 
to cut your face as it whips down the river flat from the 
glacier but you are happy within. Somehow it seems better 
than watching American football all afternoon on T.V. 


December has become warmer somehow. The lakes are 
truly frozen over and the snowmobilers buzz over Fish Lake 
at incredible speeds. But on Kathleen Lake, two and a half 
hours removed from the speedway on ice, you find solitude. 
The snow along the edges of the lake is wind packed from 
the seemingly steady wind from the St. Elias Range to the 
West. As you ‘swish’ down the lake, you pause at the half 
way point for a fire and tea. As your spruce fire gains 
momentum and laps around your billy can, you see on the 
far shc:e a brownish mass moving along the lake edge. 
Moose? Too large. Heat from the fire causing visual distor- 
tion? Not in sideways movement. You have brought your 
binoculars fortunately as you are in Kluane National Park, a 
recently formed area where wildlife abounds. Moose, griz- 
zly, wolf, dall sheep, goat and of course the smaller 
animals. 


Peering through the eight by twenty-four compact bin- 
oculars, you witness a sight rarely seen. A pack of seven- 
teen wolves have pursued and just brought down a moose 
along the lake shore a half a mile away. The tea is ready 
now and you watch the other side between sips. As the last 
of the tea is finished and the fire is getting low you_glass 
one more time across the lake. The snow is stained scarlet 
from the kill and around the large lifeless carcass. seven- 
teen wolves lie in the snow gnawing on the remains of their 


orey. As you curl into your bag that night at the far end of 


Re athleen Lake. hearing the blood chilling howls of the 


DRIPS in the distance. you very slowly drift off to sleep. 


tne northern Beaver Creek - Mayo - Dawson - Ross River belt 
the mercury can fall to eighty degrees below zero. We don't 
need to exaggerate this temperature with a wind chill fac: 
tor. At that temperature “‘only the ravens move" so an old 
timer once told me. And the odd cross country skier 
perhaps. Only day trips now and rightly so as your daylight 
is from ten in the morning to three in the afternoon. The 
gear you carry consists of things like parkas, sweaters, 
gloves, and more sweaters, etc. 


A short ski down the Yukon River is quite pleasant or 
perhaps across Atlin Lake over to Taku Town under a blue, 
cloudless sky, so typical of mid winter days. In the early 
days Taku used to be a railroad station. Between Taku Town 
on Tagish Lake and Scotia Bay on Atlin Lake ran perhaps 
the shortest railroad that ever existed - a total of two miles. 
Tourists would reach Taku on the sternwheeler Tutshi from 
Carcross and would travel to Atlin, B.C., then a large 
bustling town of a few thousand compared to now with less 
than five hundred people. They would cross the ‘isthmus’ 


At the White Pass Summit, they ski over sixteen 
measurable feet of snow. 


from Tagish to Atlin Lake on the train which was pulled by 
the locomotive Duchess. She now rests on display in Car- 
cross. Today, in mid winter, Taku rests quietly with snow 
covered flat cars outside the station. One has rolled back 
into the water or ice now. An old leather valise lies open in: 
side the station, a few greenish bottles sit on the window 
sills and inside one of the cabins a cross country skier 
lights an old stove to warm his chilled hands and have his 
lunch, before returning the six miles back to Atlin, B.C. 
across Atlin Lake. , 


March has mellowed. It is slightly warmer, slightly brighter 
but still very much winter. The snowmobilers are still on 
Fish Lake - the ice is now six feet thick - no worry of 
breaking through. From Carcross early one morning. two 
cross country skiers set out upon Lake Bennett bound for 
Skagway. sixty-seven miles away. The ski conditions are 
good across Bennett Lake but as they move along the track 
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cross At n ake: ‘over rye “Taku Towa aden a 
oudless sky.. 


de to ascent to White Pass, the warm coastal winds have 
ftened the snow, requiring them to re wax with klister. At 
ie White Pass Summit, they ski over sixteen measurable 
et of snow. At one point only the chimney is visible of a 
relict cabin of ‘98. And at White Pass Station, seventeen 
iles from Skagway they began a long descent which four 
jurs later ends on dry ground with crocuses breaking 
rough the earth in Skagway gardens. 


ie, 


| April the cross country skier is in his glory. It 1s warm. 
tting much lighter in the early evenings and the snow has 
three to four inch crust over its entirety. from the warm 
oril sun. From Log Cabin (on the White Pass) two skiers 
t out one crisp morning to ski the Fantail Trail. the 
istoric gold rush route of the early nineteen hundreds bet: 

een Log Cabin and Atlin. B.C. The snow 1s hard yet soft. 
)u float over oceans of virgin snow. On your topographical 
ap (which is always carried) 1s marked Teepee. (aban- 
yned) and you wonder what this ts. A village. a cabin. a 
epee? Your questions are answered as many hours later 
ju glide into the remains of Teepee, a cabin with roof still 
tact. resting under eight feet of snow. Inside old bottles. 
rly 1900 editions of the Western Horseman, China plates. 
wooden ‘can’ of trapper’s scent for his traps and an old 
air of horn-rimmed glacier goggles with yellow lenses and 
ather blinkers. There before you lies histcry. 


ate the following day you make it to Tagish Lake and 
yend a night at the again abandoned town of Kirtland. 
om this point you are some distance from ‘civilization’. It 
two days west back to the railroad. a two day ski (sixty 
iles) north to the community of Tagish Bridge or a one 
id half day ski east to Atlin. The only other direction one 
ay ski is south to the fascinating Ben-My-Chree forty 
iles away. Ben-My-Chree (Manx for ‘Girl of my heart’) has 
>come a legend. It was once an oasis of beauty and love, 
ing in the heart of a wilderness at the extreme end of 
iku Arm of Tagish Lake. It was built in the early 1900's by 
tto and Mrs. Partridge as a home and a place dedicated to 
‘inging together people of nations in peace and harmony. 
; you ski down the final mountain bordered miles of Taku 
‘m, the ghosts of the cabins of Ben-My-Chree become 
sible as they nestle in the evergreens below the mist 
rouded Taku glacier. You are very much alone now. many 
any miles from the nearest human being. No rest lodges 

alpine cabins. No snowmobilers ever bother coming 
ere. Only you and your chum, as it Is so very unwise to 
avel anywhere alone in winter. As you near land you pass 


the derelict dock protruding one quarter mile into Taku 
Arm like a giant ladder. The Tutshi used to tie up here in 
earlier days. Finely dressed ladies would walk daintily up 
the path to the main house to be greeted by the Par- 
tridges. They would marvel at the lush wilderness garden of 
Mrs. Partridge and perhaps have a glass of her well-aged 
rhubarb wine at supper. After their supper, the gentlemen 
may have retired to play billiards on the huge lead-lined 
pool table. Mrs. Partridge would go with the ladies to a 
drawing room where maybe one of the guests on the Tutshi 
would play the large grand piano. It is fifty years later in 


winter and you are standing in the garden now a weed pat: 


ch covered with seven to eignt feet of snow. You are looking 
at the curtains blowing through the windows into Par- 
tridge’s house - trying to imagine the sound of a concerto 
on the piano or the laughter of people over the supper table 
or the sound of dishes being washed after a delicious meal. 
the Partridge’s so often prepared. But you hear only the 
wind blowing off the glacier and once again the blackness 
of night is ascending. To have skied into Ben-My-Chree in 
winter is more than just going there - you ‘experience’ Ben- 
att ole: and you will never sore it as long as you live. 


oA AANA . 


Rari, 


At this point the cross country skier can shed his bulky 
clothing.... rt 
In May our creeks are open with Arctic grayling rising to a 


fly and Yukoners are brushing the dust off their tents. The 
camp sites are opening up. people bike to work and the 
cabin fever has truly broken: but up at mile 68 of the 
Haines Road. three and a half hours from Whitehorse. there 
still remains ten plus feet of beautiful untouched snow. No 
longer are thick wool pants oi down jackets necessary. At 
this point the cross country skier can shed his bulky 
clothing and change into gym shorts and a T-shirt. Spring 
skiing they call it: with a day pack of your lunch. a warm 
Shirt to put on while you rest. You can ski forever it seems. 
The area is treeless and relatively flat except for the peaks 
of the coastal mountains which are beside you almost 
Because you are practically on top of the mountains you 

either ski over the crust or climb some of the peaks and cut 
down through the powder. When you stop, as there is no 
wood, you must rely on the small Optimus 2 Svea) sn 


n have ser 
skin ts 
¢ 


or Skreen is also very important as you 
second degree burns within one hour if y 
protected. Lip salve for the lips to prevent |r 
burning is similarly very important. As you rett 
night. your whole being feeling invigorated. your skin tt 


best of ski seasons. it also marks the end. 4 


colour of mahogany. you realize sadly that ie Py 
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Cross Country Skiing 


A not so magic pathway fo success 
By Iris Warner 


At Old Crow traditional snowshoes and traplines have given 
way to cross-country skis and the wider fields of in- 
ternational competition. Almost at an end is the nomadic 
life of the past 10,000 years with families following the 
migrating caribou, gathering annually for the muskrat har- 
vest at Crow Flats. Instead, since the advent of fur-trader, 
church mission and school the people have drawn together 
to create one community, at Old Crow, which is now being 
boxed and squared by government into a neat if ineffective 
“convenience.” 


The older people have watched this transition with some 
dismay, remembering the old days (less than 20 years ago) 
when boys prepared for their hard lives of hunting and 
trapping by getting up early and running in the snow, by 
eating much dried meat to gain stamina for running down 
moose and other game. 


One man who was aware of their concern was Constable 
P.A. Robin, of the RCMP. stationed for a time at Old 
Crow. Recalling the success of skiing at his previous post in 
Telegraph Creek (B.C.) and introduced it to Old Crow. He 
ordered skis for himself from Fairbanks (Alaska) and 
showed the people that skiing. like snowshoe running, 
toughens the runner, teaches him to breathe properly. and 
pace himself. In particular, it could be used for com- 
petition which might become a substitute for the energetic 
hunting of former days. 


At this time too, Father Mouchet arrived at Old Crow. An ex- 
perienced ski instructor of the French Army, he saw the 
merit of Constable Robin's idea and designed a training 
program to “trigger motivation” in the skier which grew in- 
to the TEST program (Territorial Experimental Ski 
Training) proving so successful today. 


The winter and summer of 1955 - '56 were spent in 
designing the ski trails and the formation of a ski club in- 
volving the entire village. From the drafting of its charter to 
the organization of such various committees as racing and 
entertainment, community-involvement was responsible for 
much of the success of cross-country skiing at Old Crow 


The Calgary Ski Club read of the Old Crow skiers. following 
a visit to the village by an Edmonton journalist. and offered 
to supply 12 pairs of skis. Flown to Dawson City 350 miles 
to the south-east, the skis were carried by a passing drill rig 
to an exploration-camp 250 miles closer to Old Crow and 
picked up there by Constable Robin, Special Constable 
Peter Benjamin and Chief Charlie Peter Charlie. Their dog 
teams laden with tents and food plus the dogs’ food, the 
men were five days on the trail, despite temperatures to 

- 58degrees ‘'. . . . all of it on snowshoes, the worst trip I've 
ever experienced,’’ said Constable Robin. 


Since Old Crow is one of the coldest inhabited places in 
North America its people have learned to live with sub-zero 
temperatures and took readily to skiing at thirty-below. Of 
that first group, Father Mouchet says “they failed to 


measure up to the original standards. They were, ot course. 
of all ages and still close to the old ways while unsure of 
the new.” 


However, cross-country skiing continued to hold the in- 
terest of the young people at Old Crow. Their technique and 
determnation reached competition-level and in 196] Paul 
Lucier, a Whitehorse sportsman in Old Crow with Monty 
Alford’s water survey team, promised to be the skiers Out: 
side contact. Whereupon, Lucier. along with Alan Fry of 
Department of Indian Affairs, Bishop H.H. Marsh and Hans 
Konow, CBC station manager. established the Yukon 
Amateur Ski Auxiliary. First on the slate was an in- 
ternational competition in March 1962, the All-Alaska 
Cross-Country Races in Fairbanks .. . . and they won! Ben 
Charlie placed First and Erwin Linklater Third in the Mens 
Event, while Susie Linklater took First and Alice Frost 
Second in the Womens. 


At Whitehorse, following the wartime construction of its 


. Slopes, skiing was all downhill, but changes were being 


prompted by Coach Father Buliard. who had travelled with 
the cross-country skiers to Fairbanks, and by Sven Johan- 
son, a former Olympic skier then instructor for the USAF 
team at Anchorage. who assured Father Mouchet that his 
skiers were of Olympic calibre’... .they do a mile of skung 
in six minutes and that is considered very good.”’ 


The beginning tee 


Calling on Paul Lucier and the Yukon Amateur Ski Auxiliary 
for funds - firstly to get the skiers out of Old Crow. and 
second to enter the Western Division of the Nordic Ski 
Championships at Revelstoke (B.C.) Father Mouchet moved 
his skiers to a Whitehorse course laid out by Monty Alford 
and the Auxiliary. 


With the hard-working team engaging in rigorous - 
calisthenics, study and long practice runs right before the ‘YY 
eyes. Whitehorse residents began a fund-raising drive that J. 


reached $9.000 plus many items of clothing and equip.,¢ Soy; 


which had been moved (for lack of snow) to, 
While they lost on the difficult course the dhiepSseairig 
experience, not the least of it in seeing for thé tite 

crowds in uncountable numbers, elevators, new foods. a 
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For Ben Charlie and Martha Benjamin even wider doors 
were opening. With the 1964 Olympics in view, they were 
flown to Ottawa to meet with the organizers and 
arrangements were made for them to enter races in the 
United States and Canada. And, even far from home, the 
Old Crow skiers found friends - for men of the government's 
survey branch who had worked out of Old Crow donated 
$200 toward their air fare to the Colorado competition. © 


Later, in New Hampshire, finding the course (designed to 
F.1.S. standards 1/3 flat, 1/3 uphill and 1 /3 downhill) 
unfamiliar and the weather uncomforably ‘‘balmy’’ with 
wet and sticky snow Ben placed 19 and Martha 26. 
Throughout the tour Martha had trouble with her boots and 
skis and was eventually fitted properly. 


At Penetanguishene for the Canada Nordic Meet, she won 
the Womens’ Six-kilometer. 


Money, or the lack of it, continually plagued the skiers. But 
once again - and thanks to an anonymous donar - they 
made it to Crested Butte, Colorado for the North American 
Ski Championships in which they both did well: and back 
again to Midland, Ontario where ‘Martha Beats Them All”’ 
(headline in The Whitehorse Star, March 18, 1963) and 
Ben Charlie came 11. 


That year the Sourdough Rendezvous at Whitehorse had a 
great drawing card in the Old Crow skiers, plus their Prince 
George competition Ostien Vennebo, winner of the Nordic 
Ski Campionships. 


Skiing has accomplished some of the goals anticipated by 
Constable Robin, Father Mouchet, and Paul Lucier. While 
today not all the village skis, all are members of the Board 
of Directors. Village reporter Edith Josie noted: “Everybody 
very proud to hear the skiers are doing very nice....” 
(The Whitehorse Star). School teachers, police, public 
health nurses and others located at Old Crow lend their 
support -- with the children learning to ski at shcool, and in 
raising money for equipment or ‘plane fare’. Moving on, 
they carry with them the principles of the TEST program 
as did Dave Brekke in leaving Old Crow for Takhini Elemen- 


we 


vin Li 


Standing: Ben Charlie, Isaac Thomas, Pharis Thomas, Er- 
nklater, Doris Nijootle, Abraham Peter, Susie 


tary School in Whitehorse. Here some of his pupils follow 
the strict regimen that includes long-distance running in 
summer and careful winter training that leads to suc: 
cessful competition and the great personal satisifaction of 
the cross-country skier. He reports that “taking pride in 
their skiers has encouraged (all) the kids to take pride in 
their own projects.”’ 


Lack of government support and/or funds continues to be 
a Curious anomoly -- possibly, as Father Mouchet says 
“because the TEST program was a success from the 
start. Perhaps it should have failed -- to have struggled 
amid much publicity -- so that some agency would have 
hac the satisfaction of helping out!"’ 


But, the skiers continue to compete and win -- Mary Frost, 
retaining her Canadian championship title in February, 
1971 at Mt. St. Anne, Quebec with cousins Glenna and 
Shirley 3rd and 8th. 


-- Barrie, Ontario where Mary and Glenna took Ist and 2nd 
in Junior Womens’ (Senior Womens’ was won by the in- 
domitable Firth twins Shirley and Sharon who are examples 
of the successful TES T program run at Inuvik, NWT -- but 
that is another story). 


While not exactly a spectator-sport, the new cross-country 
ski course laid out west of the Alaska Highway near 
Whitehorse has been the scene of much activity since last 
year’s Arctic Winter Games. 


While back at Old Crow the formerly nomadic villagers are 
increasingly hemmed in by government installations and 
plagued with outsiders keen to exploit the region for 
minerals or oil and a pipeline route only the skiers are free 
to wander as in days of old: training on the icefields above 
Carcross, 35 miles from Whitehorse. and at Banff: com- 
peting at Jackson's Hole, Wyoming and the Olympics in 
Japan; participating in all the compeitions held at 
Whitehorse. f 
For those youngsters of Old Crow (and Whitehorse) who can 
relish discipline, hard work and purposeful direction, cross- 
country skiing can become their Flying Carpet to the world. 


Wy Zp 


a 
+ & 
< wy — ® 
N OE Wt 
¢ \p- 


a 


Oe Eg i 
ee 
en J 


ole 


Kneeling: Father Mouchet, Martha Benjamin; The Old 
Crow Cross Country Ski Crew. 
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Skiis Along the River 


By Monty Alford 


lt is with a smile that | take a pen to write about X-country 
sking because what comes to mind at once is a picture of 
the writer lying almost totally immersed in overflow, as 
helpless as a Weddell seal. with skis nicely trapped bet: 
ween two ice layers. There have been many other. too many 
perhaps, equally embarassing situations and undignified 
positions which all go to indicate at the outset that you are 
not listening to an authority on skiing. Despite mentioning 
this to the editor.this contribution has been requested to 
complete a sketch covering all forms of ski activity within 
the Territory. 


It is certainly true that | have been travelling on skis since 
1951 while in the course of duty as a federal water sur- 
veyor. But whatever the pursuit of the winter traveller the 
fact remains that there have been. and there always will 
be, many occasions where the combination of terrain. snow 
conditions and temperature call for the use of boards that 
can be slid rater than snowshoes that have to be lifted. 


For those early journeys | used a pair of military skis which 
had a.leather harness that would allow the wearing of 
mukluks and. at the same time. permit some heel 
movement. They were unwieldy things and never could one 
assume that graceful motion. so familiar today. known as 
“the technique’. 


For my job skis were useful to cross lakes and travel along 
frozen rivers in the wake of dog team which broke trail and 
hauled camp and survey equipment. 


Then, in 1961, my good friend Father Buliard. at that time 
at Old Crow. recognized my handicap and made me a pair 
of lightweight touring skis. What a wonderful experience it 
was. to feel that | could actually lift the ski as well as slide 
it forward: for the first time | wore ski boots and every so 
often, when my pack and the trail permitted. | could break; 
in to a kind of gait that. from a great distance. might have 
resembled ‘the technique’. But whether thinking of heavy 
skis or light skis, | carry with me a recollection of many 
grand sorties. The trips to the Kaskawulsh River in the early 
50's following the trail made by Olaf Johnson's dog team 
and. about the same time. the visits to the Primrose River 
from the Army maintenance camp at Mile 956. There were 
times going down Kusawa Lake when | would be literally 
pushed back by the wind or. what was more pleasant. be 
nudged from behind as if by some giant hand. But the 
favourite of all trips. today as much as it was twenty years 
ago. is the one that begins on the White River. 


a of us used to fly out of Dawson City in Pat Callison’s 
Beaver to be landed on the frozen surface of the White at a 
oint 7 miles above the mouth. We were either met. or 
joined later. by Rudy Burian and his 5-dog team who would 
have broken trail up the Yukon from Stewart River where 
Rudy lives with his family. With the plane gone we seemed 
very isolated and for the best part of a week we would 
travel together with the sled always making a beautiful 
oath for the skier. Each tour posed a total of same 60 miles 
dy the time we had carried out survevs an the Yukon above 


the White River and on the Stewart River 8 mile up. We still 
make this trip with Rudy's team providing logistical sup 
port and still use snowshoes or skis depending almost en 
tirely on the prevailing temperature 


Since the ‘waterman’s’ interest is the river it is un 
derstandable that he would do most of his travelling alone 
its frozen surface. 


This means that he may encounter such obstacles in his 
path as hummocky ice and inthe spring overflow. It is im 
portant to interpret ice formation and be able to detect 
Shell ice as well as a thin ice caver. Whatever the con 
ditions. the feeling af an independence from machine and 
the pleasure of physical effort will always remain a 
desirable ingredient for narthern life 


M. Alford 
Hvdrametric Surveyor 
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along frozen rivers in the wake of dog team WARS 
trail and hauled camp and survey equipment. 
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‘the Irishman. hot tempered - falling head first down many 


The first pair of snowshoes may well have been the in- 
vention of a hungry hunter. standing immobile as his din- 
ner raced away across snowy fields. The snowshoe was as 
important to early man as the coracle or the wheel, for the 
frozen wastelands filled though they were with game, were 
as impenetrable to primitive people as the oceans. 


Therefore, popular opinion to the contrary, the snowshoes 
that decorated teepees of the early Indian were not his own 
idea. Instead, the snowshoes is of ancient origin, for the Ar- 
menians shod their horses to prevent them from sinking in 
the snow. Early Lapps were known as ‘‘sliders’. The 


Mongols of N.W. Asia have used snowshoes since antiquity, 


while in Scandinavia they were in use long before the 
Christian era. In fact, the Norse god of winter is spoken of 


as walking on ski, the name given to.the early wooden: 


snowshoe, and northern poets of the 9th Century refer to 
ships as ‘‘the ski of the sea’’. 


Development of the snowshoe progressed from the first 
recorded effort which was made of elongated, curved 
frames covered with leather to the 16th Century Lapps who 
favoured a kind of leather shoe about 3’ long and pointed 
at the toe, with an opening a few inches from the rear end 
where the feet were thrust up to the ankle, to the modern 
wooden ski and the present-day frame-and-webbing 


Snowshoes Proving 
Darwin’s Theory 


snowshoe. 


Snowshoes are defined as a form of footgear devised for 
travelling over snow. It seems likely that the early wooden 
snowshoe travelled with early man across the land-bridge 
from Asia to North America and was adapted by the Eskimo 
and Indian to suit local needs. The Eskimo now possess two 
styles, one circular, the other triangular and about 18” 
long. Each Indian tribe has it's own particular shape of 
shoe - the bearpaw being identified with the Athabasca 
Indian and the longest being the 6’ hunting snowshoe of 
the Crees, French-Canadian ‘‘voyageurs’ had a complaint 
they called “mal da raquette’’ from immoderate 
snowshoeing. In later years lumbermen showed a preferen- 
ce for a snowshoe, about 3*” long, 15-18" broad, slightly : 
turned up at the toe, with a kind of tail behind. Which, 
when you think of it. also describes the snowshoe rabbit, 
who was born with an advantage man’s ingenuity had to 
struggle to devise. 


Food undoubtedly increased in the larder of that early 
Asian who invented the first snowshoe to chase a rabbit 
across the steppes, as it did centuries later in the American 
west and Canadian north when Indian, then whites chased 
herds of buffalo and ran traplines for food and profit. 


Ski Exploring 


By Jean (Walmsley) Johnson 


Where shall we go this weekend? How the work week flies 
by! Monday morning we are fresh from the hills. Wed- 
nesday we are excitedly planning. Friday we are preparing 
and hoping for good temperatures, fresh dry snow and fast 
skis and then, Saturday the spirits are free - the weeks 
worries and frustrations filter out into the fresh air and we 
are renewed. 


We're a mixed bunch! Whitehorse is one of ibe most 
cosmopolitan towns in Canada’s north. There’s the native 
Indian, nervous in the group at first but a natural in his 
Surroundings - the Canadian, trusty and timid but soon 
willing to try anything - the German - solid and stubborn 
but sure and strong in his experiences - the Scandinavian 
an excellent ski-man. very well oriented - will find his way 
through hell or high water - the Scotsman, old worn gear - 
but very wiry and well aclimatized. with his wee bottle of 
fire water - the New-Zealander - tough and practical with 
his “she'll be right mate. don’t worry, we'll make it okay” - 


_ SAN : 
View looking South on the way up Warm Pass. 
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- twisty, falling river and over the next mountain traverse in- 
to the blue. 


‘Do come with us - we have wheels - we have spare skis and 

gear - all you will need are warm wool layers - wind proof 
jacket - day pack, sun cream and strong limbs and a love 
of the outdoors and good company. We're not going racing - 
we re not competing in any human way except with mother 
nature and her secret ways. 


Whitehorse in the Yukon river valley is edged with small 
sheltered lakes and wooded bluffs so close and easy going 
when the temperatures in December and January are 20 
degrees below zero or less. But for longer warmer days the 
choice is wonderful. 


Let's go North down the Yukon River itself towards Lake 
Laberge following the Musher's Rendezvous trail to a 
sheltered spot for a fire and lemon tea - or out-on the high- 
way to the Takhini hot springs to find the old historic 
Dalton Trail twisting up from the river, coming back in the 
early evening to a soothing swim in the hot sulphur pool. 


East we can follow the Long Lake trail to the old mill or 
branch off towards the McClintock Valley past the old wood 
cutter’s cabins. Further eastwards we can almost drive to 
the old Indian graves at the Lower Laberge village and then 
ski over the first mountain wall to the once thriving gold 


We're not going racing! We're not competing in ny 
human way except with Mother Nature and her secret 
ways, ; 

_ town of Livingstone Creek. Or even just follow the Anvil 
| mine power line a few miles up and down through the 
| sleeping bush. 


f 


) To the West the Fish Lake area is a marvelous Sunday cross 
| country ski-stomping ground. As one climbs the Mcintyre 
) ridge the world opens up - the Yukon valley is hidden in 
| early morning mist - the hoar frost sparkles on everything 
| and brightens ones thoughts - the parallel tracks ahead are 
| often uneven and deep and steep but the thought of the 
downward run - the cabin roof beaming at us below with a 
| promise of hot gluvine and good talk spurs us to the top. 
| The further peaks of Golden Horn and Mt. Granges call us 
on but a much longer day is needed to greet their faces. 


Further west to the great St. Elias range the valleys and 


* Mountain rises. a castle with many entrances - 


lakes of our new National Fark beckon us in and a weekend 
or three day treck across the Kathleen Lakes gives one 
views of great glaciers and wide. wide river beds skirting 
the white giants - we pass the bears winter hideaway and 
its spring jaunt tracks before setting up the gay round red 
and white parachute tent in the deep snow. The sun burns 
deeper and deeper and the cooking pit gets bigger and 
bigger. more bodies get their feet warmed before diving in- 
to sleeping bags nesting on spruce bows - sleep comes 
quickly. Up traversing the pass the next day and following 
down a small steep icy creek we return with the wind at 
our tails across the wet running ice with a parka held as a 
sail between two of us we beat the storm and make the 
sheltered bay. What luck we had to have three clear blue 
days! 


South of Whitehorse. Carcross - originally called Caribou 
Crossing. calls us at all times of the year. Above it Montana 
the old 
Venus mine road takes one to the 4000 foot saddle and 
then the slopes lead upwards in all directions. This was our 
Starting point via Windy Arm on Lake Bennett across to Tut- 
shi when seven of us took off one Easter to partly survey the 
area for a future road. Many different waxes were used - 
the temperatures were well below zero as we followed un- 
dulating bush and narrow river beds. We searched hard for 
an old cabin but gave up in the dark and quickly cut spruce 
bows for a Maori bunk and huddled together for only a few 
hours. The cold got us up early to defrost out boots and lim- 
bs enough to climb the pass where eventually candle 
grease took us smoothly over the new sticky snow and down 
to the other side. A bad fall by two - causing a disappearing 
boot - a ski coming loose and careening wildly down 1000 
feet to end against the edge of a rocky gorge - hard cracked 
sunburnt faces. a thirst that made eight cups of tea go 
down like one gave this first Warm Pass trip excitement 
and experiences unbelievable. 


On shorter days south to Marsh Lake and the shore line of 
friendly cabins begin a half days jaunt up the Mclntoch 
trail closely following a trap line to the Mitzi Junction - 
beautiful green rich bush. tracks everywhere. squirrels 
questioning our presence and following us homewards to a 
log fire and hot chili. 


Much much further south. 190 miles away. there is a lonely 
high ridged area of mountains at Atlin - called the Swit: 
zerland of the north. Once the slog has been made up to 
the top. the finger ridges reach out and take you above the 
Clouds - sometimes to distrub the almost invisible moun- 
tain sheep and in the late spring the odd mule deer. A 
wonderful run down over deep hard snow through the old 
Ruffin mine workings - sluice boxes and old cook shack 
with the iron triangle still hanging and echoing with the 
sound of “come and get it” - a camp on the MacDonald 


Lakes or a night in growing Atlin talking with the Old =f 
Timers. A relaxed drive home feeling like Kings of the out- ATR, 
doors. o\ 


falling, exploring, laughing, jumping, happy wan 
skiet. The soft swishing peacetul snow is waiting. so away.6 iy 


we go! wr 


There are many many friendly valleys. lakes 1 Sas in/ a’ AS ‘S 
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CANADIAN JUNIOR OLYMPIC 
ORGANIZATION 


Don Sumanik 

Dick Coates 

Dave Brekke 

Selwyn Hughes 

TEST Skiers and Martin and Kate Williams 
Jorg and Liz Hofer 


Organizational Chairman 

Vice Chairman and Program Co-ordinator 
Chief of Race 

Chief of Course 

Course Stewards 


Brian Hunt 


Race Secretary ‘ Irene Brekke assisted by Celia Asselin 
Margaret Coyne 
Verda Heiland 
Elsie Sumanik 


June Pollock 


Accommodation Tom Firth 
Publicity Kathy McPhail 
Transportation Jim Pollock 


Stadium and Facilities Ed Boulanger assisted by Walter Bilawich. 
Z Howard Coyne 
Joe Gattie 
Ed Schiffkorn 
Doug Soloniuk 
Henk Waterreus 


Dutch Veinott 


Chief Timer Bill Vandermale assisted by Jim Pollock 
Don Graham 
Des Duncan 
John and Donna Watt 
Jack Fraser 
Veronica Sandison 
Jim Healy and Stu Muir 
Joyce Gilroy and Ena Vandermale Co-ordinators 
co-operation from many parents and friends of skiing 
Don Sumanik and Terry Delaney 


Medical 
Food and Banquet 


Announcers 
Booklet Bill Vandermale 
Loreen Ament 
Joan Craig 

Lynn Boulanger 


lrene Brekke 
Entertainment co-ordinated by John Stewart 
Father J.M.Mouchet 


Selwyn Hughes 


Trail Development 


Don Sumanik 
Trail Survey Steve Baker 
Hospitality bs Marg Coates 


Technical Delegate 


John Pettersen Prince George B.C. 


THIS BOOKLET MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE WHITEHORSE 
BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS: 


Atlas Travel 

Bay, The 

Beaver Lumber 

Branigan, Dr. 

Builders Supplyland 

Canada Flooring 

Canamet Sales (Yukon) 
Capital Hotel 

Carcare Yukon Ltd. 

City Delivery 

Coyne Construction 
Delicatessen Centre 

Dixie Lee Fried Chicken 
Duncan Sheet Metal 

Farrell, Ronald (Optomotrist) 
Firth Insurance 

Food Fair 

Fred's Plumbing and Heating 
General Enterprises 
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Griffith's Heating 
Hilker, R.G. (Consulting Engineer) 
Horwood s Office Supply 
Hougen s Ltd. 

Igloo Sporting Goods 
Kelly's Stereo Mart 
Leo's Auto Supply 

Mac's Newsstand 

Malt Bar 

Moon Construction 
Mooney Rita 


Murdoch's Gem Shop Known for Gold” 


New North Motel 

Norgetown Laundromat Dry Cleaners 
Northern Metalic 

One Hour Martinizing Service 
Prestbakmo, Helen 

Regina Hotel 

Riverside Grocery 


Sandman Motor Inn 

Shoppers Drug Mart 

Stratford Motel 

Super Valu 

T& D Motors 

Tourist Services Supermarket 

Whitehead, E.A., Insurance 

Whitehorse Dental Clinic 

Whitehorse Fancy Sausage 

Whitehorse Medical Clinic 

Whitehorse Travelodge and 
Sheffield House Restaurant 

Yukon Appliances Services 

Yukon Indian Craft 

Yukon Inn 

Yukon News and Yukon Press 

Yukon Rexall Drugs 

Yukon Service & Supply 

918 Construction 
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